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The present paper focuses on teaching English and mathematics in pri-
mary school using the content and language integrated learning (CLIL) ap-
proach. In practice, the CLIL approach implies that learners use a foreign
language as a medium to study subjects, such as natural sciences, geogra-
phy, or mathematics which are usually taught in the first language. There
are several benefits of using the CLIL approach in teaching a foreign lan-
guage in primary school. For the purpose of our research the most important
benefits can be seen in the fact that CLIL enables the learner to access
subject-specific target terminology, it provides opportunities to study con-
tent through different perspectives and at the same time allows learners to
gain advanced understandings of subject-specific content (Coyle et al 2010,
Klimova 2012). Another important advantage is that it enhances a higher
level of cross-curricular integration. In order to explore the efficiency of us-
ing the CLIL approach in teaching English and mathematics, we carried out
an experiment in which we compared the control group of pupils who had a
mathematics lesson in Slovenian with the experimental group in which the
same lesson was conducted in the English language. The sample consisted
of 133 primary school pupils in the fourth grade (aged 9/10) from three
different schools in Slovenia. The results of the post test showed that the
classes which were taught in Slovene were generally more successful than the
CLIL classes. However, in the majority of the items tested, there were no
statistically significant differences and the aims have been achieved by both,
the control and experimental groups. This suggests that CLIL can be seen
as an efficient approach in teaching selected mathematical content through
English.
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